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Editor’s Note: The following is the Powerpoint presentation by Dr. Bates in delivering his William Blum Memorial Lecture at 
SUR/FIN 2015, in Rosemont, Illinois on June 8, 2015. 
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About the author 

 
The NASF Scientific Achievement Award is the Association’s most prestigious award.  Its purpose is to 
recognize those whose outstanding scientific contributions have advanced the theory and practice of 
electroplating, metal finishing and allied arts; have raised the quality of products and processes; or have 
advanced the dignity and status of the profession. 
 
Dr. Hudson Bates has more than 30 years of experience in toxicology, with specialization in developmental 
toxicology, reproductive toxicology, and neurotoxicology.  During more than the past two decades, this 
specialized knowledge has been applied to the study of the toxicology of nickel and its compounds.   
 

Dr. Bates received his Ph.D. in toxicology from the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, his M.S. in toxicology from the 
Albany Medical College of Union University, and his B.S. in biology from the State University of New York at Albany.  Dr. Bates 
became a Diplomat of the American Board of Toxicology (D.A.B.T.) in 1992 and has successfully completed the recertification 
testing in 1997, 2002, 2007, 2012, and 2017.  Dr. Bates has also had specialty training in advanced behavioral and 
neurophysiological testing methods for neurotoxicants. 
 
Dr. Bates has been employed by the Nickel Producers Environmental Research Association (NiPERA) since 1994 and is 
currently the Executive Director of the organization.  He is responsible for guiding the research and communication activities of 
five doctoral level scientific staff and for guiding the strategic research direction of NiPERA. Dr. Bates has maintained a high level 
of personal scientific interaction guiding research programs and addressing regulatory issues on human and environmental 
toxicology. 
 
In previous positions, Dr. Bates directed and/or managed toxicology laboratories at the U.S. FDA’s National Center for 
Toxicological Research (NCTR), Research Triangle Institute (RTI), and Transgenic Sciences, Inc.  His experience includes 
numerous interactions with regulatory authorities, contact with various industries on scientific issues related to their commodities, 
extensive public speaking experience, and some product litigation defense experience. 


